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(TRANSLATION) 

Decision of The Intellectual Property OFFirF, 



Issuance Date: 19 August 2002 

1. Application No.: 090121062 

International Patent Classification (Seventh Edition): A47L 23/22 

2. Title: Advanced Floor Mat 

3. Applicant: Tech Mats, LLC 
Address: U.S.A. 

4. Attorney: C. V. Chen 

Address: 7th Floor, No. 201, Tun Hua North Road, Taipei 

5. Filing Date: 27 August 2001 

6. Priority Claim: USSN 60/227,596 filed on 25 August 2000 

7. Examiner: K. J. Wei 

8. Contents of Decision: 

SUBJECT : The subject matter shall not be granted a patent. 
BASIS : Patent Law, Article 20, Paragraph 2. 
REASONS : 

(1) The subject invention is directed to a floor mat, in which a tacky insert is 
received within a recess formed in the base portion nnderlayer and the non- 
tacky layer, and the tacky insert comprises at least one layer of flexible 
material having a tacky surface; and to a method for manufacturing a tacky 
insert of a floor mat. 

(2) It is found that ROC Patent Publication No. 51781, published on 16 July 
1983, and entitled "Stair Mat (3)" (see enclosure), has disclosed an insert 
area which is provided between the base and the anti-slip layer for 
removably attaching the mat to the insert area. The receiving of the tacky 
insert in the subject invention is a utilization of the same technology 
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disclosed in the above-cited patent In the subject invention, the method 
for laminating and die-cutting a top layer, a standard layer, and a base layer 
can be found in ROC Patent PubUcation No. 394679, published on 21 June 
2000, and entitled "Cleaning Article and Method of Producing Same" (see 
enclosure). This cited patent has also disclosed a method in which layers 
of material are laminated and subsequently cut. Apparently, the metihod 
disclosed in the subject invention is also related to a type of process for 
manufacturing conventional mat articles. Although the subject invention 
had made some modifications on the configuration and implementation, its 
primary technical concept has been disclosed by the two cited patents, and 
is considered an invention which can be easily obtained by combining and 
converting known art. The subject invention is an invention which can be 
easily accomplished through utiUzing conventional technology known prior 
to applying for patent, and is not a high-level creation of technical concept(s) 
by which natural rules are utilized. Therefore it does not possess an 
inventive step. 

In view of the above, the subject apphcation does not conform to the provisions 
of Paragraph 2 of Article 20 of the Patent Law and patent rights are not granted 
thereto. 

Sealed By 

Chen, Ming-Bang 
Commissioner 

Note: If dissatisfied with the decision, the appUcant may file a request for re- 
examination within 30 days following the date of receipt of this decision and 
pay a government fee of NT$6,000 (as for the application whose total pages of 
the specification and the drawings exceed 50 pages, a fee of NT$500 should 
be added for every 50 pages, and less than 50 pages count as 50 pages). 
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CONCISE EXPLANATION OF RELEVANCY 



Citation Lyis directed to a stair mat (10, 20), which comprises a stair base 
(11, 21) located on the step top surface (81) having a rounded edge (24) at 
the rear end thereof; a rounded cover (14, 23) made of soft synthetic resin 
material integrally formed at front , edge of the step base (11, 21) and 
cooperating with the roimded edge (24) to form an insert area (25) on the 
step base (1 1, 21) and having hollow portions (27, 28); and a stair mat (12) 
removably attached to the insert area (25) of the step base (1 1, 21). 

The stair mat made according to Citation I is to equip itself with the 
functions of anti-slip, sound absorption, and cushion. It is the stair mat 
(12) that provides tiie anti-slip and sound absorption functions, and the 
hollow portions (27, 28) that provides the cushion function. 

Citation I J4 is directed to a cleaning article (1) for a mop (10). The 
cleaning article is made of non-woven material and is disposable. The 
substrate (2) of the cleaning article has one or two surfaces ia which a long- 
fiber layer or a rectangular sheet layer (3) is provided along the X direction 
indicated in Fig. 1. The bounded lines (4) are provided across the X 
direction and are spaced from each other at a distance "d." The substrate 
(2) and the layer (3) are bounded together by the bounded lines (4). The 
substrate (2) and the layer (3) are severed at the location between the 
boimded lines (4) and form the severed portions (5). The layer (3) at 
which it is severed forms the brush portions (6). 
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